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rpHE  sanitary  record  for  the  past  year  is  a  remarkably  good 
one.  In  fact  the  health  of  the  district  has  never  been  so 
good  in  any  previous  year.  The  death  rate,  which  in  1892  fell 
to  11*7  per  1000,  still  further  decreased  to  10  per  1000  in  1893. 
This  is  the  lowest  rate  that  has  hitherto  been  recorded  in  our 
district.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  19’2 
per  1000. 


The  Area  of  the  district  is  2,636  acres  : 


Chipping  Barnet  . 

East  Barnet 

Enfield 

Hadley 

South  Mims  . 


268  acres. 


1,699 

45 

615 

9 
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>y 
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Eighty-five  deaths  were  registered  :  of  these  13  were 
under  one  year  of  age,  and  24  were  over  65. 

Nine  deaths  were  registered  under  the  seven  chief 
Zymotic  diseases  :  Small  Pox  0,  Measles  0,  Scarlet  Fever  2, 
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Diphtheria  0,  Whooping  Cough  1,  Fever  (continued,  including 
Influenza)  2,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry  4. 

Injuries  caused  4  deaths,  and  the  remainder  were  due  to 
constitutional  causes. 

All  the  deaths  were  certified. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  slightly  over  1  per  1,000 
(1*06  per  1,000). 

During  the  year  202  births  were  registered,  114  males, 
88  females,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  23*8  per  1,000. 


The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  in  the 
proportion  of  64  per  1,000  births.  Whilst  for  England  and 
Wales  the  proportion  was  159  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  will  be  found  useful  in  comparing  the 


vital  statistics  of  the  District 
last  thirteen  years. 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

rate. 

1881 

5,788 

34-2 

1882 

5,808 

31*1 

1883 

6,054 

31*3 

1884 

6,176 

31*7 

1885 

6,298 

26*5 

1886 

6,420 

28-5 

1887 

6,542 

26-4 

1888 

6,664 

28-0 

1889 

6,786 

27'5 

1890 

7,590 

25 

1891 

7,750 

25 

1892 

8,300 

27 

1893 

8,500 

23-8 

of  successive  years  during  the 


Death 

^Infantile 

Zymotic 

death. 

rate. 

mortality. 

rate. 

11*5 

7*5 

1-4 

14-9 

11 

3-2 

11*5 

10  5 

1 

13-4 

12*2 

1-4 

12-8 

11*9 

0*3 

12*7 

9*2 

0*7 

13*2 

9*8 

1-8 

115 

8*5 

1-5 

11 

9 

0*29 

12 

9*5 

2*7 

12 

7 

2*4 

11*7 

6*2 

1-08 

10 

6  4 

1*06 

*  Infantile  Mortality  =  ratio  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  100  births. 
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During  the  year  1893  there  were  notified  110  cases  of 
infectious  disease : — 


Scarlatina 
Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 
Membranous  Croup  . 
Typhoid  Fever 


91 

5 

11 

2 

1 


110 


The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlatina  notified  was  far  in 
excess  of  those  recorded  in  any  previous  year.  This  was  due 
to  an  epidemic  which  broke  out  in  the  month  of  August  when 
5  cases  occurred.  These  were  quickly  followed  by  a  large 
number — 47 — in  September.  In  October  12  cases  occurred. 
In  November  8,  and  in  December  6. 


The  epidemic  appears  to  have  had  its  origin  in  some  un¬ 
recognised  cases  amongst  the  children  attending  the  Parochial 
Schools,  and  by  them  the  disease  was  rapidly  communicated 
to  their  school  fellows.  The  type  of  the  disease  was  very 
mild,  and  this  probably  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the  earliest 
cases  were  overlooked.  The  parents  of  the  children  deeming 
they  were  only  suffering  from  “  cold,”  therefore  did  not 
seek  medical  advice.  This  is  certainly  true  of  one  of  the  first 
cases,  for  the  child  was  seen  going  about  the  streets  during  the 
period  of  desquamation,  the  parents  being  quite  ignorant  of 
the  fact  that  the  child  was  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

On  11th  September  the  Parochial  Schools  were  closed,  and 
soon  after  the  Potter’s  Road  School  and  Cockfosters  Schools 
were  closed  for  a  month,  and  this  period  was  subsequently 
extended  for  a  week.  At  the  same  time  I  invited  the  managers 
of  the  various  Sunday  Schools  to  assist  in  stamping  out  the 
disease  by  closing  their  respective  Schools.  This  they  cordially 
acceded  to,  with  the  happy  result  that  the  epidemic  rapidly 
declined.  Of  the  91  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  73  were  patients 
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over  5  years  of  age,  chiefly  school  children,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  the  excellent  results  that  followed  the 
closing  of  the  Schools,  though  the  efficacy  of  the  procedure  is 
-  denied  by  some  who  think  that  though  the  children  cannot 
thus  infect  one  another  at  School  they  are  equally  sure  to  do 
so  when  allowed  to  spend  their  time  in  the  streets. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria — 5 — was  small,  and 
none  of  them  proved  fatal.  The  two  cases  of  membranous, 
both  in  very  young  children,  proved  fatal.  The  solitary  case 
of  Typhoid  Fever  was  contracted  outside  the  District  and  was 
brought  home  here  for  treattnent. 

In  my  last  Eeport  I  referred  to  the  fact  that  negotiations 
took  place  between  the  East  Barnet  Valley  and  two  other 
Sanitary  Authorities  for  establishing  an  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  but  nothing  was  agreed  to.  The  Board  then  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Sub-Committee  to  consider  how  best  to  meet  the 
want  and  to  report  thereon.  But  this  Sub- Committee  has 
never  met.  It  is  more  than  ever  desirable  that  this  matter 
should  be  earnestly  gone  into,  for  if  the  Board  do  not  soon 
see  their  way  to  erect  a  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  it  is 
probable  that  the  County  Council  acting  under  their  recently 
acquired  powers  will  do  so  for  them.  And  it  is  probable  that 
the  expense  if  incurred  in  this  way  will  be  much  greater  than 
if  the  plan  I  have  on  several  occasions  recommended,  be 
adopted  : 

.  i 

I  think  that  the  requirements  of  the  District  would  be 
met  by  hiring  or  building  a  small  house,  and  furnishing  it  as 
a  hospital  for  the  reception  of  4  or  6  patients.  A  man  and 
wife  could  be  put  in  as  caretakers,  and  when  a  case  was 
admitted,  a  nurse  could  be  obtained  from  London  immediately 
and  dismissed  on  the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

The  number  of  beds  proposed  is  no  doubt  small,  but  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  out  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  of 
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infectious  diseases  reported,  not  more  than  half  would  have 
required  removal  to  a  Hospital,  and  these  would  have  been 
scattered  over  different  periods  of  the  year. 

i 

In  connection  with  such  a  Hospital,  a  disinfection  room 
would  of  course  be  built,  and  it  would  then  be  possible  to 
completely  stamp  out  any  one  case  of  infectious  disease  in 
24  hours. 

The  site  of  such  a  Hospital  need  not  be  a  matter  of  any 
great  difficulty,  and  need  not  occasion  any  alarm  amongst 
those  who  might  reside  near  to  it,  for  it  is  well  established 

»  i 

that,  with  the  exception  of  Small  Pox,  no  infectious  disease  is 
caused  to  spread  by  the  presence  of  a  Hospital  for  such  a 
purpose, 

I  stated  in  my  last  Report  that  should  a  case  of  Small 
Pox  occur  in  our  District  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  it  removed  to  one  of  the  Small  Pox  Hospitals  in 
London.  But  I  have  been  subsequently  informed  that 
children  under  7  years  of  age  are  not  admitted  to  these 
Hospitals.  This  is  an  additional  and  cogent  reason  for  pro¬ 
viding  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

\ 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  furnished  by  the 
Barnet  District  Gas  and  Water  Works  Company  from  a  deep 
well,  and  is  remarkably  pure,  it  is  still  on  the  intermittent 
system,  which  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  an  unlimited  supply  of  water  is  conducive  in  the  highest 
degree  to  cleanliness,  and  can  only  be  obtained  by  the  use  of 
a  constant  service. 

There  are  also  a  few  shallow  wells  for  private  use. 

Six  analyses  of  water  were  made  by  me, 

The  bake-houses,  slaughter-houses  and  dairies  have  been 
inspected  at  regular  intervals,  and  found  to  be  in  fairly  good 
condition  on  the  whole. 
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There  is  only,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  one  common 
lodging  house  in  the  District.  But  this  is  not  registered 
according  to  the  Bye-laws. 
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State  here  whether  “Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ”  is  compulsory  in  the  District — Yes.  Since  when  ? — January  1st,  1890. 
Besides  the  above-mentioned  Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  heading  the  names  of  any  that  are  notifiable  in  the  District, 
and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District.  Mark  (H)  the  Locality 
in  which  such  Hospital  is  situated  ;  and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it  is  situated — Any  London  Hospital. 
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Inspector  op  Nuisances’  Report  for  the  Year  1893. 

Water  supplied  to  houses  for  domestic  use  -  -  -  71 

Water  supplied  to  w.c’s. . 86 

Ventilating  pipes  to  house  drains  79 

New  pans  to  w.c’s.  -------  88 

Sinks  disconnected  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  74 

Disconnecting  traps  fixed  ------  68 

New  dustbins  provided  ------  66 

Drains  unstopped  and  repaired  -----  10 

Cesspools  emptied  and  cleansed  -----  7 

Drains  and  soil  pipes  removed  from  inside  houses  -  9 

Pigs  removed  under  notices  -----  30 

Sundry  nuisances  removed  ------  7 

Bakehouses  inspected  -------  9 

Dairies  inspected  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  10 

Slaughter  houses  inspected  ------  3 

No.  of  inspections  of  private  houses  -  1272 

Sanitary  notices  served  ------  248 

Rooms  disinfected  -------  56 

Disconnecting  cisterns  fixed  -----  10 

Sewer  ventilators  fixed  up  houses  -  -  -  -  6 

Manure  removed  -------  3 

Container  pans  removed  ------  3 

W.C’s  repaired  --------  4 

Water  supplies  of  w.c’s  disconnected  -  -  -  -  11 

Houses  condemned  -------  6 

Tripe  Dressing  discontinued  -----  1 

Fish  Frying  discontinued  ------  1 
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Plans  approved  for  new  buildings-  -  -  -  -  66 

No.  of  loads  of  house  refuse  removed  -  -  -  1620 

GEO.  W.  BRUMELL, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


